
Word Cards 

1 

demography 

the study of population 

patterns and change  

 

Example:  In studying demography, social 

scientists study topics such as population 

distribution and population density. 
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2 

population  

all the people of a 

particular area 

 

Example:  Social scientists calculate population at 

many different scales from local to global.  
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3 

population density 

the number of people in a defined area 

such as a square mile  

 

Example:  Population density can be calculated by 

dividing the population of a region by its area.  
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4 

population 

distribution 

the pattern, or spread, of people in a 

given area  

 

Example:  Studying population distribution leads 

us to question why people are not distributed 

equally across the Earth. 
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5 

cartogram 

a type of map used to 

present statistical information. 

 

Example:  A cartogram showing land area of the 

Earth is very different from a cartogram showing 

population. 
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6 

birth rate 

the number of births each 

year per 1,000 people 

 

Example:  Birth rates are used to calculate 

population growth.  
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7 

death rate  

the number of deaths 

each year per 1,000 people 

 

Example: Death rates are used to calculate 

population growth.  
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8 

census 

the periodic count of a nation’s 

population by its government 

 

Example:  In early Rome, the government took a 

census to help determine the amount of taxes 

people.  
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9 

rate of natural increase 

the birth rate minus the 

death rate expressed as a percentage 

 

Example:  The rate of natural increase for the 

United States is about 0.5 percent.  
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10 

migration 

the movement of people  

 

Example:  Migration affects population growth in 

countries.  
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11 

fertility rate 

 

the average number of children per 

woman  

 

Example:  The fertility rate for the United States is 

approximate 2.  

 

 

(SS060302) 

Formatted Table

javascript:void(0)
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=stick+people&num=10&hl=en&safe=active&tbo=d&biw=1600&bih=748&tbm=isch&tbnid=LXVmdDAqHT5nFM:&imgrefurl=http://blog.smile.ly/places-and-peoples.html/stick-figure-family2&docid=BFbj8kECGxG8tM&imgurl=http://blog.smile.ly/images/stick-figure-family2.jpg&w=400&h=328&ei=JqeFUNaoO6iLywHj34D4Dg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=93&vpy=283&dur=5678&hovh=203&hovw=248&tx=136&ty=130&sig=103194582301710954552&page=1&tbnh=132&tbnw=173&start=0&ndsp=48&ved=1t:429,r:37,s:0,i:189


 


